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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


. , , tho , w 0 f English literature. Beginning with the inf 
JST2 Anting, Miss D'Esterre divided literature into dynastic period 
ZTg that roughly speaking in the Tudor per rod we had stones by courtier^ 
for CO®, rtiers. in the Stuart period stones or the people by the people. , n 
the Georgian period we had burlesques and repulsive pictures of a repulsive 
,„ e until at its close with the coming of George HI., we began the g rea t 
series of domestic literature which was so notably continued in the Victoria 
Era. In the first period Miss D'Esterre considered three books. Sir Tho mas 
Malory’s Morin d’ Arthur, Lilly’s Euphues, and Sir Philip Sydney’s Arcadia. 
Of the Stuart period two books were cited, John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Protest 
and Robinson Crusoe. Miss D’Esterre quoted the passage in which Mr. Great- 
heart and Mr. Faith describe the wicked “ Madame Babble,” who she pointed 
out with delightful humour would be an earlier type of that charming adven- 
turess, Becky Sharpe. The early Georgian works considered included 
Gulliver's Travels, from which the famous scene of the “ Queen of the Trough ” 
was quoted, and Richardson’s Pamela. Miss D’Esterre spoke with much 
force and eloquence about the pitiable social conditions of an age in which 
such a book could be claimed as “ conducive to the morality of the youm* of 
both sexes,” her contention being that the very opposite would probably be 
the case. 

Reading. — Natural History Club.— On Tuesday, March 22nd, Mrs. Channim* 
spoke to the members on " Elephants.” There were about 70 present, and 
the children listened with much interest. She told us that the elephant was 
very plentiful in India; in Africa, where it is a far finer animal, it is far more 
rare, the chief reason being that the tusks of the African elephant are far 
larger and also;superior as ivory to those of the Indian. In India the 
elephants go in herds of 30 to 50, sometimes 100 are seen together They 

big »tth: n «ar. r ' ^ 

the lead in order to take care of themsHws^nd geTa^ ^ i^ 11 

to manage as best they can. They spend but a fe Z * ^ ** 

wander on, as the food soon <r P t ' ! U a few days ln one place, then 

day to feed an elephant. In g< ^ exhausted - II takes 800 lbs. of fodder a 

and grows for the first 25 years"' ^ el ® phant lives to the a S e of ,5 °- 

” - ° yearS ‘ an African elephant is 1 1 ft., 

n the case of a full-grown female elephant 


° 11131 -o years, 

that of a full-grown Indian, loft, 

‘he heart 25 lbsTand 7hMmtri07Tb °- ^ Skin wei ^ hed 6g3 lbs ” 
elephant when firmly nlaceH nn * >S ‘ ^ wlce r °und the fore foot of an 

no very great strength i 10 ? roun( ‘ £* ves the height. The elephant 
in his month. He ran n u ^ trunk an d when carrying a log carries 


u ao n - T on 

as really no very great strength 

** m his mouth. He ran . warn 

Wakefield and District"— ^ e11 ’ but cannot jump, 
meeting was held at her house L vr' kln<1 invitation of Mrs. Merry, a 

cer for the West Riding Countv To 17th ’ when Dr - Ka Y e - Medical 

raunng of Girls.” The ’paoer ' . 7’n g3Ve an add ress on “ The Physical 

every r UnCt ! Qn of national education o °h< Valuab,e - practical hints, The 
<lue ,r" dV the develo Pment of a <r n 'l' 18 !*’ he Sa * d ’ to be to encourage in 
betwee Tk 5 ° f the me,lt al faculties <>( physlc l lie - simultaneously with the 

balance 


so lnnrVi ^ *: X)r K o ^ le V m J )0rtancc °f chest expansion, 

»vailaMe.” d T 8 h ' h '‘ ,>ro < lw air to bre«h" ,hal tl,is , did ” d 'l> ei,d 
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THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

By Rev. the Hon. J. S. Northcote, 

Vicar of St. Andrew, Westminster. 

If, as Matthew Arnold said, religion is three-fourths of life, 
the religious training of our children must be the most 
important of our parental duties. It is something more than 
teaching the truths that are dear to us, for its object is to 
develop, to guide, to strengthen, and to guard the noblest 
part of our children's nature, to form their character and to 
build up their life. It may therefore well be called our greatest 
responsibility. And yet it is a limited responsibility : we 
are responsible to do 'the very best we can for our children, 
but we cannot make them faithful Christians any more than 
we can make them strong, or wise, or handsome, or add one 

•cnbit to their stature. ,. 

The main influences that ultimately form character 

within tire child's nature. He will grow as the plant grows 
according to the spirit that God has given lnm. And each 
soul is ultimately responsible to God for lus own conduct. 
But we can do much to help, as a as. ' ; , lildren Let 
mar, or hinder, the ™t^deve^ ® thi s responsibility 

" m t^ i d n commfltel.o our care brings a Messing 
£ our"for we become aware that our influence for good 
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depends mainly on the way our own lives illustrate the religion 
we and therefore the religious training of our children 

becomes our great incentive to live a godly and a Christian 
life. 

The foundation of religion is the fact that we are the children 
of God, and in training our children we must realise that they 
belong to God. are created in His image, and inherit from Him 
divine life. God has entrusted their nurture to us, but He 
claims them as His own ; as the prophet Ezekiel says in God’s 
name, “ Behold, all souls are mine ; as the soul of the father, 
so also the soul of the son is mine.” 

Our task, then, is to edheate the godly qualities, to quicken 
the spiritual life, to train the divine nature of our children, 
to lead them to their Heavenly Father by the way of faith 
and hope and love, and to teach them that He is the God of 
righteousness. Now it is a broad fact that all men live by 
faith in a God. As St. Paul said, “ The just shall live by 
faith meaning, bv faith in the God of righteousness — we may 
add, “and the covetous shall live by faith in mammon.” The 
gods men worship are many, most of them are created by our 
passions for (as I read the other day) we do not now carve 
Ido s with our hands, but with our hearts, and it may be said 

zeal andTtT f T"* thei '' Worsh, PP ers according to their 
»et C elt '° r T Wko S ives llis whole soul to inoney- 
in CJZ ?°? y ; “ ,e * ambler finds immense delight 

drunk. Our object ^ref"*’ a '' d ""i drunkard enjoys getting 
God of rip-ht >r> - 0Ie . is to lead our children to the 

faith thaMs mTT’f encourage the ™ to develop the 
innocence ^ t0 ^ real being and to their "early 

little ones that wTlearn to bT ^ * thr ° Ugh love for our 
so become capable to train* th* “I ^ diVlne natUre and 
through love for God learn t ! , hlghest llfe ; and the y> 
taught, “The first / t0 bel,eve ir > Him. So Jesus 

I-ord thy God with ' ( J I1 ( lmaiKlm( ‘ nt ’s, Thou shalt love the 

With »>> thy mind, and wdh alld, "' y S6ul ' a " d 

we teach or train cfiiM - th - v stre ngth.” But how can 

difficulty, aril the ®reateir ,OVe . (l ° d ? That is the great 

love God , and to fancy a d/ 0 ^ 1S S ° easy to P retend to 

° y a dcvotlon to Him that is quite unreal. 
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Pretence is natural to children, i, lies at the root of almost 
ai then games, and therefore creeps naturally into their 

religion, , lf you te " y™ r ohild to love God he will pretend 
to love Hun and deceive himself with the supposition that Ins 
love is true. 


I remember that in my own childhood, I used to fancy I 
loved God, and I remember how miserable I was when I grew 
up and found I did not. We should try to make our children’s 
love for God grow naturally out of their love for what is good 
and right. Set before your child noble ideals, and excite his 
admiration for good men and women, who let their light 
shine before us that we may glorify our Father in heaven. 
Tell the true stories of Christ’s heroes, who have lived and 
suffered for Christ’s cause, and so lead your child to the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ Himself. 

In teaching about Jesus try to present Him to your child 
as naturally as possible, — just as He made Himself known 
to His disciples at first,— a man full of virtue, love and holiness, 
a man who preached the love of God and proved His words 
by deeds of merev, a man who prayed and suffered pain, had 
many difficulties to encounter, who failed in His endeavour 
to win His own people, the Jews, to their Father in heaven, 
and who was put to death by His enemies. Let your children 
hear the story first, without any doctrines or explanations, 
and so let them come to the supreme fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead. It was on the fact of the Resuirection that 
the Apostles built the Christian faith. They were dimly 
conscious of Christ’s divinity before, but when God raised 
Him or, when He rose from the dead, they went fortli to 
preach the truth which God had thus proved true. We 
cannot do better than follow the order of the development 

of their faith. . . 

With regard to instruction in doctrine, the Church makes 

ample provision in the Catechism. All children should learn 
the Catechism bv heart, and should often be made to repeat 
it in order that it may becomes permanent possession of he 
mind throughout life and a constant foundation of belief 
Parents should explain the words of the Catechism and illustrate 
its oractical lessons, especially the “ Duty to my neighbour 
and P they C may compa re the words of the promise with the 
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“ 0lV Bap !‘ S ™ ! b ut 

fu her explanation need not generally be given before the 
Hid is prepared for Confirmation, and until then parents 
oueht not to delegate to the clergy their own duty to teach 
religion to their children. Father and mother are the best 
religious teachers if they are inspired by a true affection f or 
their children ; and they have an invaluable text-book in 
the Bible, which should be used in the simplest possible way. 
Its lessons are plain to children, its difficulties do not occur 
to them, and, if suggested by companions, can without much 
trouble be set aside, for a child is not really troubled by doubts. 
Parts of the Old Testament are even more useful at first than 
the New Testament ; there is no first lesson in religion like 
the story of Adam and Eve ; and the history of Israel is easily 
made full of meaning to a child. 

It has often been said that as a child grows to maturity his 
development corresponds to the development of the race, 
and that he passes through stages of mental growth which 
represent the full attainment of less civilized peoples. This 
is eminently true in the development of the spiritual, or, 
leLgious life, and perhaps the way our children understand 
religion is our best illustration of the belief and worship of 
Israel Like the Israelites our children readily feel that God 
takes a direct, personal interest in their conduct and welfare. 

i n0t sur P r * se< ^ miracles and in their prayers naturally 
ask God to work little miracles for them. 

t ^ , con ^ c ' ence is very alert ; he knows that he ought 
renentan°r'f and readilv . P ra V s God to make him so. His 
deeds is st S 5m r wb ' le k lasts, his admiration for noble 
h o-wor hT 8 ' T S e , CMd ’ like ‘he Israelite, is by nature a 
in *2? and think that th e best wav to train children 
wo Hte on 7 'a y Wworshi P- For the heroes of the 
true Go ‘7 h - God, and we all find the 

Then / of good men. 

nourishes the faith°7he? ch^ Se ' ZCd “ POn th ‘ S trl '* h a " d 
But the errors of R ome j n ° n stones of the saints, 

warning to us ; i n p le ^ res P cc t are a most valuable 
legends which the rhiia rs * P*ace to avoid the marvellous 

secondly, to include in our^ T latftr years to unlearn 5 and > 

C<1 l S or y °f great men and women 


THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 


405 


not only the faithful Catholics, but a great many who have 
sought and found God in ways unknown to any priest, and 
who have borne faithful witness to the true God of righteous- 
ness without being able to repeat a creed at all. 

Let us bring up our children on the stories of Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, and Elijah— of St. Peter! 
St. John, and St. Paul, and of the great line of Christian 
saints who followed them. 

But let us not forget the heroes of other religions — Hector 
of Troy, Llysses, the heroes of ancient Rome, King Arthur 
with his knights ; and from later times and the pages of more 
certain history let us gather a company of men and women 
from every land who have done great deeds, or suffered bravely 
in a noble cause, to show how in varied ways the Spirit of God 
sanctifies the characters of His children and enables them to 
serve their fellow-men. But inasmuch as only One, — the 
King of the Universal Kingdom of good men, — was perfect, 
let us be careful to show our children the failings as well as 
the virtues of the rest. 

The peculiar value of Bible biographies is that they tell 
quite plainly the faults of their heroes. You see at once how 
the godly Jacob was a liar, how the upright Joseph began as 
a conceited child, how Moses the greatest of the Old Testament 

saints was hot tempered, and so on. 

Perhaps our chief difficulty in teaching the Bible stories 
lies in the continual interference of the divine power with the 
course of nature. Whatever we may believe about those 
miracles we must be careful to explain that they are never 
repeated now, and to make it quite clear that the good of.en 
suffer for their goodness, while the bad may be happy and 

hard but most important lesson that the reward of 
virtue is the growing love of virtue a close. ^communion wfih 


It is 

God, a stronger faith in Jesus Christ 


\s our children grow 

m knowledge” and understanding they will find this lesson in 
many beautiful ** thirst for God, his intense 


beiuhi f ul ' "passages of the Old Testament, especially 

where the Psalmist speaks of 'j'UhTmay the more earnestly 
desire to be freed from Ins sm that L he may t. « ^ ^ ftom 

7 V God S D7noTt7 S «o teach religion without the Bible, or 
without the Old Testament. 
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Thou-h Israel did not understand better than other ancient 
nations "the influence of God upon outward things, upon the 
fortunes of war or upon the course or origin of a disease, they 
felt the presence of God, and they have interpreted their 
sense of His presence in their history and literature. It must 
be our constant endeavour to strengthen our children’s natural 
sense of God’s nearness, to help them to recognize His presence 
and in their consciences to hearken to His voice. 

The late Dean Farrar, in one of his school sermons, gives 
the following passage from the autobiography of Theodore 
Parker (see In the days of thy youth, page 155) : — 

“ When I was a little boy of four years old, one fine day in spring my 
father led me by the hand to a distant part of the farm, but soon sent me 
home alone. On the way I had to pass a little pond, then spreading its 
waters wide ; a rhodora in full bloom, a rare flower, which grew only in that 
locality, attracted my attention and drew' me to the spot. 1 saw a little 
tortoise sunning himself in the shallow water at the root of the flaming shrub 
I lifted the stick I had in my hand to strike the harmless reptile, for though 
I had never killed any creature yet, I had seen other bovs out of sport destroy 
birds and squirrels and the like, and I felt a desire to follow their wicked 
example. But all at once something checked my little arm, and a voice 
withm me said loud and clear, ‘ It is wrong ! ’ I held my uplifted stick in 
wonder at the new emotion, the consciousness of an involuntary but inward 

mvtiehT ZTZI'" lh ' ‘ 0r,0 " e “ d ' h ' rhodora bo,h vanished from 

”ha. ff L .lt, „n °?, e , '°' d «“ '»le >o toy toother, and asked 

... , 1 me ’ 14 was wrcm g-’ She wiped a tear from her eve 

call iMhe^of God^n 1S th aid ' ^ ^ “ Conscience - but I prefer to 

will speak clearer and He- ° S ° U i° . man ‘ 14 -’ ou bsten and obey it, then it 
a deaf ear, or disobey the^it “5 f gl " de y ° U right ; but if y ou turn 

the dark without a friend Vo"' r/ 1 ' f ° Ut llttle by btt4e ’ and leave you in 
“She went her way,” he adds ■ - rir f , epei ? C,S 0n heedin g tha * little voice.’ ” 
doubtless pondered them in her V* trou ^ le( ^ about many things, and 

r d to m ; h Lr C hLr; l ;; r ■ s* ; hi " ■ — - - 

haS » d “P «> lasting an impress Jon me " "° *'" M! “ fe 

Wise mother! Happy son ! 

Other education is'thif f ell ® 10,,s edu cation as compared with 
W Me the ordinal !* **? h * he « 

success or to gain reward tl ■ h ° o1 work is t0 achieve 
the motive of Christ’ frf T“ Ve ° f rel « ion is du ‘y- T| iis 

and this is the motive of th rv CamG t0 d ° the vvi11 of God > 
set forth in the Catechism U,nst,an calling, so admirably 
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of God and inheritors of th ll . Knibers of Christ, the children 
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-the beginning we have the life of Christ, the love of God and 
an assurance of eternal life, and that therefore we ought to 
renounce what is wrong, to believe in God and to serve Him. 

Chiistian morality rests on the great principle, “I am,” 
therefore, “ I ought.” It is in the home that this principle 
can most readily be taught, for it is the true motive of home 
life. Where love prevails duty rules the conduct. 

In the affairs of life the spirit of emulation, the desire for 
gain, for pleasure, or renown, or simply to escape poverty 
and distress, continually present to us the lower motives of 
self-interest ; only religion teaches duty. Let your boys and 
girls go out into life really believing that they ought to do 
right and not to do wrong, and you will have fulfilled your 
highest duty as a parent. 

It is with this principle of duty in our minds that we should 
approach the subject of prayer. I am, I ought, then, if I can 1 
will. I can if God will help me — and so we kneel to pray. 
The mere habit of kneeling down before God every night and 
morning is of unspeakable value. If a child has tried to shut 
the door against his conscience during the day, it will burst 
open when he says his prayers. 

But the great question is how shall we teach our children 
to pray ? What shall be their prayers ? 

Now let us clearly understand what prayer is. and what 
it is not. Prayer is our endeavour to dedicate ourselves to 
God. It is seeking to know God’s will , and to. gain strength 
to do it. It is not asking for the things we want. It is not 
trying to persuade God to make oui h\e> pleasant. Om 
Saviour’s lessons about prayer are the most valuable of all 
His lessons. He says quite plainly that we are not to pray i a 
the Gentiles for the good things of the world, because God 
is our loving Father and He knows what we need, but 

to seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. And 
theTord s Prayer He shows us how God has cunmUed 
Hie children the honour of His Name, the piogiess o 

£. Hl , S the carrvine out of His will. These are the purposes. 
Kingdom, the tanymg lives— for these we must 

the responsibility cmr In es ^ ^ to 

pray— and m or . things necessary both 

Z for the forgiveness of our sins, for 


are 

in 

to 


408 THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

guidance in temptation and for deliverance from the evil one. 
Let us then be very careful not give our children false ideas 
I dare say you all saw a quaint little story by 


of prayer. I dare say y<-'u ““ - ■ * ^ 

Sonia Cross, called The Theology of Sally. It appeared in the 
Parents' Review, in March, 1903. Sally prayed that her 
rose tree might have buds and believed with all her heart 
her prayer would be granted, but when no bud appeared 
she stood looking up into the blue sky and said, “ It’s not true 
about God. The blue goes on for ever and ever, and there’s 
nothing beyond it. I’ve never got what I wanted by praying • 
so I shan’t say any more prayers ; if God had been there I 
must have found my bud.” The tale illustrates exactly what 
happens to many boys who have been badly taught to pray. 

Never allow your children to pray God to minister to their 
pleasures, or to give them the pleasant things of this world. 
Think how plainly Jesus taught us to leave earthly benefits 
to be given or withheld according to our Heavenly Father’s 
will As soon as your child begins to know right from wrong 
each it to pray, “God help me to be good.” and, in order 

to give reality to the prayer, teach that praying and trying 
must always go together. ‘ b 

Of th7i r uffor t w h h e t eXPr ft n ° f PiOUS Wishes - is ‘he desire 

to attain U A n7‘ 77 g °° d ’ and entails the endeavour 
by effort is a vain'T lat ls neither accompanied nor followed 

insult to God “Heln^ * u° ^ W&Ste ° f breath - and an 

<™n g to be agood bo" * * 8 °° d b °- V ’’ 

a P^X^ th ° U8ht aKVayS ” *" d *0 

(■Od to bless our chi'dren^''^ Fo ' example, when we pray 
‘he petition when He 17' ^ rea,ise ‘hat He grants 
he « « and good pa.entf ? Stren e th ™s our efforts to 
*®»y. “God bless father s0 ’ w hen we teach our children 

‘hat the blessing must eome^ mr j‘- ler .” let us remind them 

For Christian ora77„o r :g ^ S° od ehildren. 

w asking Him to change hC®'".'; G ° d f ° r speciaI f:lv <a[rs, 

0 R r people ; it is the eftoio of mm to ward us, or towards 
s elves to God's service and ° U ‘' S ° U ' S - t0 devote whole 
Grace, Everv petilbn n 'T thp Spiri,ual blessings of 

" SPlrat, “ n in the 'greatest pmye^raU^!™ 1 * 7 ^ 

> Hallowed be Thy 
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Name, every request should accord with the great requests, 

“ Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.” 

I cannot but feel how inadequate is this lecture on a 
subject of so great importance and difficulty, but I have tried 
to set before you the principles that have guided myself both 
in my own family and in the education of other children, 
and I offer them as thoughts which may be of use, even if 
they only suggest to your judgment conclusions very different 
to my own. 

Every parent is bound to teach his children the truth as 
he sees it and to lead them to what he conceives to be the 
highest life. This duty is laid upon him by God, and while 
he rightly seeks counsel from the Church he may not delegate 
to anyone his supreme responsibility, and therefore I will 
only ask you to give to this subject your most 'serious con- 
sideration, to seek the guidance of God in prayer and to follow 
the light He gives. 


